00;00;00;00 — 00;00;23;16

My name is Luke Aldridge. I'm interviewing Vietnam veteran Bill
Miller, who served in the Army from 1965 to 1968. Mr. Miller, this
interview will have four sections Your Life before service, Basic
training, your time in Vietnam and your Life After Service. So let's
get started with your background. Where did you grow up and what was
your area known for?

00;00;23;18 - 00;00;46;01

Well, I grew up in a military family and my father was a Korean Air
Force pilot. He was World War Two who was shot down a P.0.W.. He made
the conversion to, to jet fighters in the Korean War. And, would.

00;00;46;03 — 00;01;24;16

We moved around. We were stationed, during my younger years, for six
years, in Alabama, Virginia, Georgia, Massachusetts. Just all over.
But then we got transferred. In the sixth grade. We were transferred
to Hawaii, and, I basically did the sixth, seventh and eighth grade
there. And then we were transferred to mobile, Alabama, and, I did my
freshman year of high school there.

00;01;24;19 - 00;02;03;16

And then my father decided he was going to retire to 23.5 years in,
and he wanted to retire. And the military will send you anywhere in
the free world one way when you retire. And he says, I'm going back to
Hawaii. So we went back and I did my, sophomore, junior and senior
year and graduated from, Radford High School in Honolulu and,
eventually made my way to San Diego and, enrolled in Southwestern
College.

00;02;03;19 - 00;02;11;22
But, I wasn't doing very well. I was.
00;02;11;24 - 00;02;56;20

Like, typical young man chasing the women and drinking beer, and they
put me on academic probation. So I said, well, I need to go get a job
and figure this all out. In the meantime, the Army sent me a draft
notice. I had gone from I had gone from, San Diego to Connecticut. I
had a brother that had gone up there to work and, I went to visit hinm,
and they sent me a draft notice from San Diego, and I wrote him back,
and I explained that I was not going to report, because it was 3000
miles and I didn't have the funds.

00;02;56;22 - 00;03;23;04



But, three months later, I got a draft notice from New Haven,
Connecticut, and, coming up in a military background, I, you know, had
a good idea of everything that was going on. I had belonged to the
Civil Air Patrol, which is like junior ROTC.

00;03;23;06 - 00;03;46;19

Okay. So I decided I would. Look around and see what the military had
to offer. I can stop you real quick. Just circle back a little bit,
get some more information on, some of your family life. So could you
tell me a little bit more about your family growing up? About your
siblings? My parents divorced.

00;03;46;19 - 00;04;01;18

When? When? I was in, about four years old, and I had a sibling. Had a
brother or young brother a year and a half younger than me. And,

00;04;01;21 - 00;04;40;27

About the time I was in the second grade, my father remarried, and he
married, a woman who had three children. He had two boys and a girl.
So we became a blended family at that particular point. And, they in
turn, later, had a son. So there were six of us growing up. One of the
boys was my age, and, the other boy was was three years older.

00;04;42;09 - 00;05;13;06

And, after high school, everybody kind of went their separate ways.
The older boy went, Bobby, he went to college for a number of years
and then just kind of dropped out and, eventually ended up in the
Army. Shelly, the other boy, enlisted in the Air Force right out of
high school.

00;05;13;08 — 00;05;47;01

And then I went off to the college. My step sister, Linda, just went
to work. She didn't go to college or any higher education. And, my
younger brother, my half brother, Chuck, he's 11 years younger than
me. So when I left home, when I left the house, he was still a little
bitty gquy, you know?

00;05;48;00 - 00;06;18;23

We didn't really know each other. It wasn't until after getting out of
the military, you know, that we kind of all got together and got to
know each other. I talked to him, Every couple of months, we'll phone
back and forth. He. He's retired now and lives in Hawaii. He had his
own. He had his own business, done quite well.



00;06;20;07 — 00;06;58;27

The oldest sibling, Bobby, he, he lives in Florida, but we don't hear
much from him. The other brother my age lives and lives in Hawaii. He
retired also. My sister Linda passed away, and, my brother Jim passed
away. So. Okay. But do you have any memories of your father or other
men around you telling war stories from World War Two?

00;06;58;29 - 00;07;35;27

Very rarely from my father. Occasionally he would say something. But
it was. It was more if if you asked him a direct question, he would
answer you. But he typically wouldn't elaborate very much. It wasn't
until he had that interview with my daughter that he actually just
expanded and and opened up a little bit, heard stories.

00;07;37;02 - 00;08;07;07

The one thing that he did say, because I asked him at one time, how
did the Germans treat him? And he said the Germans treated them. As
military officers. Now they were going to. Okay. He said, you know, if
you tried to escape, you know, all bets are off. But, he said it
wasn't like Japanese prisoner of war.

00;08;08;05 - 00;08;34;13

They were treated humanely. They just didn't have enough to eat.
Especially toward the end of the war. You know, the Germans didn't
have enough to eat. So, so your father was a P.0.W.? He was a P.0.W..
He was shot down twice. The first time. February 25th of 1944. And he
ditched the plane off of the Anzio beachhead.

00;08;34;15 - 00;09;01;07

And the US Navy picked him and his crew up. They had one. One crew
member bailed out. The rest one stayed with the plane. And then on
March 30th, 44, he was shot down. The second time, and he ditched the
plane in the Adriatic Sea. And the Germans were waiting for him when
they swam ashore.

00;09;01;09 - 00;09;32;21

But, and neither case did he lose any any crew member on either one of
those, So they were very fortunate. I have, but at my house, in my
office, I have his German P.0.W. tags and his mugshot and, that type
of stuff. From a historical standpoint, you don't get to see that very
often.

00;09;32;23 - 00;09;55;10



And I have a good I have a good friend of mine, Bob Colter, whose
father served in the same unit as my father, and he runs a museum up
in Texas, and he's always looking for artifacts and things. But I told
him, I said, I'll send you photos, but I'm not sure I need a real one,
you know?

00;09;58;01 - 00;10;33;11

But, yeah, that's, he just really didn't talk about it. I know it
wasn't a very nice time. A good time for him. He was a little older.
My father was born in 1918, and, you know, a lot of the guys in his
crew and stuff were 19 and 20 years old and stuff, and he was like 24,
25, you know, he was the old man, you know, of the group.

00;10;33;13 - 00;11;04;11

But, over the years, I got to visit his ball turret gunner. His name
was Cornelius Jacob, from Pennsylvania. And, my father basically saved
him from drowning because he couldn't swim and had Mae West wouldn't
inflate. So,

00;11;04;14 - 00;11;33;24

He would tell me more about my father than than my father would say
anything. And, I actually have I have, two historical books written
about, about their unit. And both of both of the books referenced my
father and, And I also have the after action reports of both times
when he was shot down.

00;11;33;27 - 00;12;00;07

And those are done, based on eyewitness accounts, on, on what happens.
And the same with Vietnam. Every time we came in for patrol, we had to
do after action report. Right. And so there's, there's a lot of
history there. There's a lot of history that you can get a hold of if
you just know where to go and look for it and ask for it, and it's
free.

00;12;02;13 - 00;12;22;27

That they'll send it to you. I'll be. You just amazed me. Okay. Did
you have a favorite World War II movie growing up?

00;12;23;00 - 00;12;33;05
I don't really think I had a had a favorite World War Two movie.

00;12;33;07 - 00;13;04;25



The one that really comes to mind was, D-Day, which was which came out
probably in 63 or 64. And that just sparked my interest in the
military because, when we grew up in Hawaii, our first duty assignment
was a Wheeler Air Force Base, which was a small fighter base up in the
mountains. But it's right next to Schofield Barracks, which is the the
army base.

00;13;04;28 - 00;13;32;11

And you see all the Army guys out there, and you see them doing this
and that, and then they've got their tanks and they've got this going
on. So, you know, as a young kid, 16, 17 years old, it kind of piqued
your interest to see what's going on. So, that's probably the. The
only movie that I really remember.

00;13;34;06 — 00;14;18;00

And probably from a historical standpoint, You know, June 4th, 1944.
Quite the day. So, yeah, I'd like to move on to the start of your
service and basic training. Can you describe the circumstances that
led to you enlisting? Well, after I got the second draft notice, I
knew I was going to have to go and, I decided I did not want to leave
it to chance to let the army determine what mos I was going to have.

00;14;18;02 - 00;14;52;00

Military occupational specialty. I said, I'll go down. I'll take the.
I went to all the branch of the service to see what they had to offer.
And the Army had the best deal going at the time. And, Of course,
we're talking 1965. And, the base pay for an Army private was $76 a
month and all you could eat, you know, but that's not.

00;14;52;00 - 00;15;19;01

I wasn't a lot of money. But I went out and I took the battery of
tests. And you don't have to sign anything. Before you take the test,
you take the test, and then you can go back and talk to the recruiter,
and they'll look at the test scores, and they'll determine what you're
qualified for, what school you're qualified for.

00;15;19;03 - 00;15;45;01

And, so I took the battery of tests and, came back and, you know, but,
you know, I, I would like to get a technical background and, you know,
radio communications. And they looked at my test scores and said,
fine, do you qualify? And I said, okay, what do I have to do to get
more money? I said, well, you go airborne.

00;15;45;04 - 00;16;14;17



I hadn't thought about jumping out of planes at the time. I really
wanted to fly planes, but I needed corrective lenses. At the time,
just a slight one. But at the time, the military wouldn't allow you to
fly as a pilot. And, So I decided, well, here's the best deal. I can
get another $50 a month. So I signed up.

00;16;16;00 - 00;16;48;08

I actually entered service on December 27th, 1965. They swore me in,
put me on a bus, took me to Fort Dix, new Jersey, and I went through
basic training at Fort Dix. Coming from a military background and
being part of the, Civil Air Patrol, I knew how to drill. I knew how
to I could shoot, I get it, basic training was a snap.

00;16;48;09 - 00;17;18;18

It was just so doggone cold in January. February in new Jersey, in the
snow and the mud and stuff. But, I got through basic training. But I
actually got through basic training as a honor graduate in the group.
So to reiterate, from before you entered college, after graduating
high school and then got draft notices.

00;17;18;25 - 00;17;35;13

Yes. And the second one was the one that I knew I was going to have to
go. There was no getting out of it. And unless I went to Canada and I
sure as heck wasn't going to do that. And,

00;17;35;15 - 00;18;04;19

Basic training. After basic training, they give you two weeks leave.
You get 30 days a year. But what most people don't understand is that
30 days includes Saturdays and Sundays, so it, But they'll give you
two weeks right after so you can go home. And, if you haven't received
orders right outside of basic training, they mail them to you.

00;18;04;21 - 00;18;35;08

And that gives you a report date where you go in and such. I got my
orders, before I went, went home, and, my orders were to Fort Gordon,
Georgia. Okay, so if you don't mind, I'd like to back up a little bit.
Sure. So after you got your draft notices and when you were looking at
different branches of the military, did you talk to your dad at all to
get his opinion on what you should do?

00;18;35;27 - 00;19;00;15
No, I didn't, because we were 6000 miles away. And back then we didn't

have cell phones and I didn't have much money. All right, but I did. I
did talk to him, when I decided I was going to enlist and just told



him I was enlisted in the Army, and, I said, nobody let me fly.
00;19;02;25 - 00;19;25;16

So I said, I'm going in the Army for three years. That was the best
deal at the time. All of the branches were four years minimum. The
only reason the army gave you would give you three. Was it you? It.
After the three years you'd come back, you'd have to spend a year in
active duty reserves.

00;19;26;02 - 00;19;48;10

I except they change that. If you went to Vietnam, you didn't have to
go into active reserves. You went for three years in the inactive
reserve because you had a six year obligation. But I talked to my dad,
and he thought I was crazy. You get you're going to jump out of
airplanes. You got to be, you know, you got to be crazy.

00;19;48;12 - 00;19;57;03
So did you expect to go to Vietnam when you enlisted? No. Not really.
00;19;57;05 - 00;20;16;11

Because one of the things, during my enlistment, The army was offering
the length of service. You could go three, four, or six years. You
could enlist for. They would also guarantee you a duty station.

00;20;16;13 - 00;20;57;19

So I said, okay, well, you know what I said, I chose Germany. So they
sent me to Germany, and I figured that I was going to spend my time in
Germany and then come home. But in the meantime, I got to Germany and,
First Sergeant said, are you thinking about staying in? And I said,
well, I really hadn't considered it, but there's a possibility,
because I come from a career military family.

00;20;57;21 - 00;21;31;26

And, he said, well, if you're staying in, if you're considering it,
said you should go to Ranger School. And my first, my first thing out
of my mouth was how much more money am I going to make going to Ranger
school? He said, son, you're not going to make any more money, you
know? But back then, what you needed to get in was the, recommendation
of your your first sergeant and your commanding officer.

00;21;31;28 - 00;22;00;15

And then hopefully they had a spot. It's different now. They have a
they have a prequalification process, which they call rasp. It's the



Ranger assessment, services program. You have to pass through that to
get into Ranger school now. But I spent 46 days.

00;22;00;17 - 00;22;39;19

Going through Ranger school and then back to Germany. And I'm going on
my merry way. So you talked to earlier about how boot camp was easier
for you? Kind of the same old. Did anyone around you struggle with
boot camp while you were there? Oh, yeah. Yeah. There were there were
a lot of guys that struggled. Mainly, remembering mainly guys that
were brought up in the cities and they didn't have much discipline.

00;22;40;20 - 00;23;05;19

They were high school graduates and all that, but there was no real
discipline. You know, I mean, I come from a military family, and we
were disciplined. If we messed up, we knew dad was going to come down
on us and mom, too. But, a lot of guys struggled. Most of them made it
through. I can only remember one guy.

00;23;07;00 — 00;23;34;04

Actually being kicked out, discharged. But, most of the guys made it,
but a lot of guys struggled. But once they got, you know, once they
got the hang of it and realized that, hey, this is only for a short
period of time. Yeah. What you through boot camp and you go on to your
military specialty school?

00;23;35;16 - 00;23;41;16
It's like a 9 to 5 job. I mean, you're going to school depending on.
00;23;41;18 - 00;24;12,;28

What you've chosen or what they're what they're going to give you. If
you're, a draftee. Like, I went to Fort Gordon, and at the time,
Vietnam was heating up pretty good. Radio electronics school was going
24 hours a day, and I went to school on the third shift. That was not
easy.

00;24;13;01 — 00;24;41;17

But I can't remember anybody other than one person really struggling
to the point where they they took him out and, gave him a bad conduct
discharge or something. Got him a general discharge, got him out. But,
It was tough to see a lot of guys struggle. Especially when you've
grown up in that environment, and it's no big deal to you.

00;24;41;19 - 00;24;45;09



All right.
00;24;45;12 - 00;25;29;07

And I don't know whether you're aware of it or not, but if you're
drafted, I don't know. Your serial number begins with us. But if you
enlist, your serial number begins with a regular army. And, those that
are RA are the most likely to stay in the service for extended periods
of time. And therefore, they typically get the promotions because
they're going to stay.

00;25;30;16 — 00;25;49;22

You know, why promote somebody that's going to be gone in two years?
You know, they'll they'll get the normal promotion, but they're not
going to make the sergeant. And that's and run up the ladder unless
they're enlist. Right.

00;25;49;25 - 00;26;26;16

What, if anything, did you know about the country of Vietnam before
you enlisted? Actually very little. I had a friend in Germany, who had
a brother that was there. And, they would write letters back and
forth, and I would hear a little bit about this, a little bit about
that. I see a photograph every now and then, but, really very little,

00;26;26;18 - 00;26;53;23

Even though we had a military magazine, the Stars and Stripes, it
really didn't cover much of the Vietnam War. You'd get a little
article here or there if there was a major battle that went on or
something, you'd get some kind of article. But, because you weren't
directly involved, it was like, well, you know, I've got a different
job to do here.

00;26;53;26 - 00;27;33;21

Could you tell me a little bit more about the time you spent in the
military between boot camp and your deployment to Vietnam? Well, I
spent basically 18 months in Germany. And, I was actually stationed in
two places. I was both of them in Bavaria, which they call Schwab in.
And the first place was, a little town called Swedish Command, about a
about an hour drive from Stuttgart.

00;27;35;07 - 00;28;01;21

And I spent a little over a year there, and then, I got called in by
the first sergeant office, and the captain wants to see you. And I

said, oh, no, what do I do now? You know, one of those deals and, he
said, I went in to see the captain, and he says, we want you to go to



the South Army NCO Academy.
00;28;01;23 — 00;28;08;23
And, I said, well.
00;28;09;13 — 00;28;39;06

Are you telling me I have to or do I have a choice? He said, no, you
have a choice. But if you decide to stay in the service, it's going to
be a feather in your cap. So, I decided to go and, that was. And that
was in Bob Toles, which is about 15 miles south of Munich in the
Bavarian Alps.

00;28;39;13 - 00;29;03;07

Absolutely beautiful. Gorgeous. Lots of snow in the winter, but really
gorgeous. About an hour's drive from Garmisch-Partenkirchen. We could
go skiing the. It was. It was really nice. I thoroughly enjoyed my
time, but I went through the academy.

00;29;03;09 - 00;29;40;25

And the only people that. Well, you had the academy, and then you had
the 10th Special Forces Green Berets were stationed there. We had to
do an exercise. Over the course of the six weeks to where we had to
defend a hill against the Special Forces, and, of course, its blacks
and all this stuff. But it's at nighttime and,

00;29;40;28 - 00;30;05;04

I was put in charge of a of the four man team, to do recon. It just so
happened that we captured two Special Forces guys. That did not sit
well with the Special Forces guys. But when the exercise was over,

00;30;05;06 - 00;30;25;09

The Special Forces first sergeant came to me and said, would you like
to come? And work with us? He said, we need a communication sergeant.
I said, I'm not sure if qualified. He said, that doesn't matter. He
says.

00;30;25;11 - 00;30;50;00

So I said, sure. So I spent and that did not go over well with my
commanding officer who had just sent me down there, you know. It that
took about three weeks for the orders to come through. And my
commanding officer was upset with me. But I told him, I said, I've got
to do what I gotta do.



00;30;50;03 - 00;31;16;20

Well, so the answer to your question there is, I didn't expect to go
to Vietnam. And then after several months with the SF, the their first
sergeant calls me in and says, we got orders for you. And I said, what
do you mean, orders? You know, I was supposed to stay here. And, that
did not work out well.

00;31;17;18 - 00;31;37;02

I said, where am I going? You're going to sunny Vietnam, son. I said,
what am I going to be doing? We don't know yet. You're just going to
be going and. I said, well, when do I have to leave?

00;31;37;05 - 00;32;04;22

They couldn't tell me. They said, well, I said, well, I've got about
40 days worth of leave coming to me. Can I take any of it or all of it
or what? They said you can take all of it. So I did. And, I had a
grand time. Had the, I had a girlfriend, had head shaved my head.

00;32;04;22 - 00;32;20;19

I'd say, tried to get her to marry me before I went to Vietnam, but
she wouldn't. She says I don't want to be a young widow. And how could
you argue with that?

00;32;20;21 - 00;32;53;09

So you went back to the States for your leave? Yeah, I went back and
went back to the States. Spent my sweat, my days. Had to go. I was
flying out of Hartford, Connecticut, to San Francisco, and I get to
the airport, and a friend of mine, his name was Louie Piatek. He's
died now, but, he was in the Marines, and he shows up at the counter,
and the two of us are looking at each other.

00;32;53;15 - 00;33;17;12

He's going to Vietnam. I'm going to Vietnam. I said, Louis, I didn't
even know you're home on leave. You lived across the street from me,
you know. Not well. So we looked at each other. I said, what, are you
booked? He said, well, you know, I got the cheap seats. I said, yeah,
so did I know. We looked at each other and said, let's upgrade to
first class.

00;33;17;14 - 00;33;41;23
And we asked the ticket agent. The ticket agent says, sure, we've got

room for first class. Now you have to remember, we're 19 years old.
We're not even old enough to drink. But those stewardesses came on and



we were in uniform, and they gave us what? Would you like? Some
champagne? You know, would you like a beer? Would you like the.

00;33;41;25 - 00;34;11;07

By the time we got off the plane, neither one of us could find our
duffel bags. They had to take us to the base. And go find our stuff
later. The next day. But, yeah, 40 days leave, and then, of course, we
never knew where we were going to if we're coming home or not. So.
Well, I'd like to move on to your time in Vietnam.

00;34;11;07 - 00;34;45;13

Now. Could you describe your first 24 to 48 hours in country? Boring.
I hadn't received final orders. Just orders to report to replacement
station. It, been wire base. We got off the plane. They put us in a
barracks, and I stayed there for two days. Absolutely doing nothing. I
mean, just walking around.

00;34;45;15 - 00;35;30;04

Just trying to figure out what's going on. You go to the figure out
where that was. You go to, Just totally boring. And then, each morning
you got up, and, of course, there's a formation. They make you
formation after formation, they turn around and they go on a bulletin
board and they post orders and, It was the third day that I got my
name was on orders, and, I looked at it and said, you're going to,
make the advisory team 21 platoon, Vietnam.

00;35;30;07 - 00;36;04;07

That's in the Central Highlands. And, I still had no idea what team 21
was. So the funny thing about being in Vietnam and being there at that
time and stuff, they didn't put you on aircraft. They just told you to
get there. So you'd have to go down. I go down to the, to the Air
Force base and say, hey, you got something going to play coup?

00;36;04;09 - 00;36;28;26

Well, yeah, we got one going on about 2:00 this afternoon. I said, you
got space on it. Yeah, we can put you on there and you take your stuff
and go, It was rather strange. Go had, I showed up. They knew I was
coming. They had no idea when. So I had to hitch a ride into
somebody's Jeep.

00;36;28;28 - 00;36;42;01

It was driving by and say, hey, I need to go to this place. And then.
And they took me, I spent about a day and a half,



00;36;42;03 - 00;37;21;04

In the barracks with with, the group commander. And then he called me
and told me to sit. We're assigning you to, as an advisor to the 23rd
Vietnamese Ranger Battalion. And I said, okay, when do I go? Is that
right? Now. And, play was really very the city wasn't very big, but
the military presence around it was enormous.

00;37;22;02 - 00;37;51;21

You had the Air Force base there? And then you had the communication
long lines there. And then, you had the fourth Infantry Division
worked at a play crew. So there was always something going on. And,
the Vietnamese rangers had had their own compound and, it was it was
pretty small, but but we actually had a barracks.

00;37;53;00 - 00;38;22;02

It had been recently built. I was in a two man room. It, at the time I
went to Vietnam, I was a that was a buck, sergeant. I had been
promoted. That was a buck sergeant. E-5. So I got to have a room with
just another advisor. And we had a little kitchen, and we had a little
sitting area.

00;38;23;22 - 00;39;11;24

Now we're talking, I got in country January 10th, 1968, and by the
15th, up with the Rangers. And we're not doing very much. I'm getting
acclimated, getting to know the other advisors. We had, We had the
senior advisor who was Major Paul Sinclair. Captain Howard White was
the assistant senior advisor. Captain Otis Otis Hedges, actually, the
third was the recon advisor.

00;39;12;27 - 00;39;50;27

We had sergeant. I mean, Captain Harold Jenkins. Was the senior
advisor for the 22nd Battalion. Freddie McFerran. Captain was. He went
to the field. He went to the 21st. He was only with us a few days.
They put him up in. I, we had Sergeant Bill Harden, Sergeant Ross,
myself.

00;39;51;00 — 00;39;56;04

Sergeant had Al Strauss. Fogel.

00;39;59;08 - 00;40;34;25

And I had my RTOs at Weber. Jack Rosenthal. So only two of us alive

now. Captain Ashley, we call them. We call them the big 0. Otis. He
was. We wasn't big. He and I are the only ones from from the team that



are still alive.
00;40;34;27 - 00;41;08;15

So you mentioned early January in 68. Was when you arrived to the
barracks? Yep. And it was just, you know, like I said, getting
acclimated, getting to know some, the other advisors, some had been
there, you know, 6 or 7 months, some have been there 2 or 3 months.
But, get to know them, how they operated, what what they actually did
when we would go out on patrols.

00;41;09;04 - 00;41;40;28

And of course, at this time, we had gone out. I hadn't gone out on any
patrols or anything. We were just on basically a stand out. And then
January 31st Tet Offensive, the 122 millimeter rockets started coming
into the compound all over the place. And, It was first impression of
of combat when I can't shoot back and.

00;41;41;01 - 00;42;31;02

I grab my helmet, I grab my rifle, I grab my boots and went into a
bunker. We got into bunker and taking headcounts and stuff and. I
looked down and somebody lit a cigaret. I looked down, I said, I got
my boots on the wrong feet. I beat it scares the bejesus out of you.
With all these explosions going on now, there was no assault on our
compound, but, after the rocket attack, we basically had to have the
regroup form up and at first light, we went into downtown.

00;42;31;04 - 00;43;13;14

They could take it. I was assigned, as a radio operator for Captain
Donald Evans. And, within ten minutes of being downtown, we went
around a corner by a, so gas station, and he got shot and killed. And
that's when I knew that this was real. And, Okay, you grow up real
fast. You're trained for it, but until you actually see it.

00;43;13;17 - 00;43;43;02

You can't describe it. But we cleared Blake. Who? And, Took us about
about two days to clear. Get all the VC out of there. Then we went
back to the compound and regrouped. Had to get another senior advisor
in, battalion advisor and,

00;43;43;04 - 00;44;27;20

Then we just hit the field. We left. It was probably February 3rd. We
left the compound, and we didn't go back until after Thanksgiving. We
were in the field the entire time we went, The the Vietnamese ranger
battalions, I noticed the Vietnam call. It's really, it's three



individual words, that that basically means they don't have a word for
Ranger.

00;44;27;22 - 00;45;04;11

They don't have a word for Panther. That's why they say they're a
black tiger. But, they're basically Ranger. But don't call is special
strike unit, and, it's, light infantry. Fast action. Just like with
the 75th Ranger Regiment. It's today, they can be anywhere in the
world. 24 hours. Ready to go. But, I mean, that's what we did.

00;45;04;12 - 00;45;36;18

Any time there was something going on, we were going from here to
there. The primarily south of play, Ku going towards Saigon in, Tuan
Duc Province, in Lam Dong Province, But it was just you'd be here for
a week. You'd be somewhere else for a week. Sometimes they, truck it
over to where you were supposed to go.

00;45;36;20 - 00;46;18;07

Other times, they'd helicopter you and, but it was just one constant
move after another. And what was your specific role? I was a
communication sergeant. For all the battalions. I did, but but like
anything else, we had people wounded. We had people killed. We had
people go on R&R. So typically I would normally of gone gone out on
patrol.

00;46;18;09 - 00;46;46;25

I would be maintaining all the communications back within the fire
base and stuff. But with everything that's going on and you're
shorthanded, you have to go. I'd have to go out on patrols. Some of
them recon patrols, some of the actual light action missions. It just
varied.

00;46;46;27 - 00;47;13;16

I, I. Probably told you this the other day, but, we ended up and,
outside of the lot, which is a very beautiful area. And I, I couldn't
figure out why. And, because we weren't running into a lot of contact
at that particular time. It was like, you know, three weeks where you
nobody made contact.

00;47;13;16 — 00;47;45;26

You had your patrols out, but there was nothing going on. Well, the

Vietnamese military academy that a big lake in the middle of the, in
the middle of town and, one end of the lake, they had the Vietnamese
military Academy. So I figured, well, we're here. To kind of protect



them so the Vietnamese guys can can finish up, graduate, become
officers, and get out in the field and stuff.

00;47;45;26 — 00;48;22;14

But, it wasn't until, About November, I was talking to my commanding
officer, Paul Sinclair, and I, you know, we're a small unit advisory
team. We didn't call each other by rank. We called each other by our
first names. Unless we had superior officers of VIPs coming in to do
anything, then total military protocol. But I.

00;48;22;16 - 00;48;55;25

I say, Paul, what the heck are we doing here? You know, when, he said
you didn't know, I said, no. What? He says the Vietnamese have got a
small nuclear test reactor behind the military academy. So we're kind
of here to keep the VC and the NVA away from that thing. And it wasn't
until after I got out of the service that I did a research on it.

00;48;55;27 - 00;49;33;01

And, I actually wrote an article for patrolling Magazine. It was a
nuclear test reactor, but it was basically radioisotopes for medical
practices and stuff. But you still didn't want the VC getting hold of
any nuclear materials. And, eventually in 1969, the CIA sent a team in
there to take everything. Get it out, get the personnel, help the
scientists, and get all the materials.

00;49;34;26 — 00;49;54;26

So, that was interesting to find out after the fact. Yeah. I don't
know how I would have reacted during the fact, but, Okay. How would
you describe the people you served with in terms of economic
background, race or religion?

00;49;54;29 - 00;50;30;26

Well, We had a mix of officers, The commanding officer was a, was a
reserve Army officer. We had two. Captain Jenkins and Captain McFerran
were roommates at West Point. They were West Point grads. We had a
couple of other officers that were.

00;50;30;28 — 00;51;10;08

Came up through the ROTC and like I mentioned, Captain Ashley, he came
up through ROTC, but he but he applied for a regular Army commission
and was able to get it, which is somewhat rare. The. Most of the
senior sergeants, were basically just high school grad when in
military. I don't remember anybody having any college.



00;51;11;20 - 00;51;50;27

One of my, my Jack Rosenthal, one of my articles had two years of
college. But everybody else on the list tried, and the Americans were,
high school grads. And, even though I had a year of college, it wasn't
worth anything at the time. But, We had guys from California.
Michigan. It was, a mix and match.

00;51;54;05 - 00;52;04;07
The big. The interesting thing is we didn't have,
00;52;04;09 - 00;52;46;03

I had one sergeant of color, Sergeant First Class John Ross. He was a
hell of a soldier. Really? Really a fine fellow. A lot of the, a lot
of the NCOs, you know, would come up through the ranks. They'd already
been in 15, 16 years. And, and, Very proficient at what they did, and
looked out for the young kids, you know, as best they could.

00;52;46;06 - 00;53;17;22

And at the time, I consider myself. I was 21. I turned 22 on that was
there. I did get promoted to Staff Sergeant E-6, but, You have to
maintain that rank for a year. They called it time in grade before it
becomes permanent rank. And I decided to get out. So I reverted back
to a permanent rank of just sergeant E-5.

00;53;22;22 - 00;54;09;07

Was John Ross African-American? Yes. Okay. Yes. He was, I mean, I
really fine individual, really fine. And he survived. I mean, I lost.
I lost Captain Evans at first. That first day, and then I lost
Sergeant Francisco Garan. Later on, That was tough because Francisco
was a was a good friend of mine.

00;54;09;09 - 00;54;18;11

But we had we had guys getting wounded all the time.

00;54;18;13 - 00;54;25;04

Like in the Vietnamese.

00;54;25;06 — 00;55;05;24

Little guys would fight like hell. They gave no quarter. They wouldn't
retreat unless they were ordered to. There was none of this. Oh, we're

getting overrun. We're running. They they fight hand-to-hand combat.
They lost a lot of guys. How did living in Vietnam and meeting



Vietnamese people affect you? Well, you know, growing up in Hawaii, I
grew up with a lot of Asians.

00;55;05;26 - 00;55;39;15

And I go into high school. We had Japanese and Chinese and Filipinos
and, people from Tonga and but so I knew a little bit about the Asian
culture. I wasn't familiar with Vietnamese, but, It didn't. I didn't
have any problem with it at all because I. I've grown up with it.
There's always little, little.

00;55;39;17 - 00;56;14;11

You're seeing crosses and stuff. But once you once you made an attempt
to learn part of their language a little bit, showed them respect.
They were like anybody else. They would become your friend. You know,
one of the, one of the biggest things that somebody asked me at one
time was, you know, what advice would you give the new advisors?

00;56;14;13 - 00;56;53;12

I said, don't think you're in charge. Honestly, because a lot of these
guys have been here fighting for ten, 15 years, and you just show up.
You're not in charge. You're here to advise them. Advise them on
tactics. You're here, like me, to call in airstrikes from artillery,
helicopter gunships, fast moving movers, which are the jets from the
Marines and, and Navy and Air Force, sometimes naval gunfire.

00;56;55;15 - 00;57;33;01

But you just advise and, you know, you're going on a mission. Come on.
You make your advice known prior to the mission, and then you see what
happened once you're in the field and once the proverbial crap hits
the fan, right? Do you remember any distinct animals during your time
in Vietnam? Oh, yeah. Yeah. The boa constrictor, big.

00;57;33;04 - 00;57;51;14

Nasty. And the elephant. On the western part, up towards duck toe.
Duck, duck. Seeing, along the Cambodian border.

00;57;51;17 - 00;58;24;07

You'd see the elephants and, Mostly from a distance. Of course, then
you'd see where they'd been. They couldn't see all the tracks, but
the, the VC and the NBA were using them at one point in time as pack
animals, bringing their munitions and stuff down. Just,

00;58;24;09 - 00;58;29;00



No other animals I know.
00;58;29;02 - 00;58;59;11

I know of several people in different, different Ranger battalions
that, had said they'd seen tigers, but I never saw never saw a tiger
or anything. I mean, I saw the the boa constrictors and the. And the
bamboo vipers. That terrorize you. That that bamboo viper. Not very
big and not very long, but it would kill you.

00;58;59;13 - 00;59;11;27

And we used to set up ambushes in bamboo, you know, it's like, oh, no,
I don't want to be in there again.

00;59;11;29 - 00;59;56;28

You mentioned during the pre-interview, story about a medic in your
unit that had an encounter with a python. Oh, a little Vietnamese
medic. And the the, the Vietnamese word for medic is boxy. And this
guy is probably about five foot tall. I mean. And we we got bivouac at
an old French fort, that had been overgrown and stuff, but it had
great defenses, and it had a big moat and, we were before back there
and,

00;59;57;01 - 01;00;22;12

I'm trying to figure out, you know, if I got enough rice to eat, I eat
and stuff, and I see this little, little Vietnamese medic, he's got
this boa constrictor with a with a safety pin about this long through
its mouth, nose and a rope attached to it that's dragging it along.
And then we said to him, said, well, what are you going to do with
that?

01;00;22;12 - 01;00;40;12

He said, that's supper. You no, that's this. We're going to eat it.
But, yeah. And that and that snake was probably about 12ft long. I
mean, he was a big snake.

01;00;40;14 - 01;01;03;26

Unbelievable. Yeah, we had it. They ate it. They shared it. Well, you
know, believe me, when you're hungry, you'll eat anything. Believe me.
I went to Vietnam. I weighed 160 pounds. I came home from Vietnam. I
weighed 117 pounds.

01;01;03;29 - 01;01;27;15

I think I told you before, the US Army didn't feed us. We had to beg,



borrow, steal. Occasionally we'd get something, but we were on the go.
So much hell, half the time they couldn't find us. I got paid twice
when I was in Vietnam, and.

01;01;27;18 - 01;01;54;07

Our commanding officer complained so much one time that I was out in
the field on a recon mission. He says you're getting paid today. I
said, what do you think we get paid today? He sent a helicopter in and
he went. He sent one of our sergeants back to play who got to pay
master and bodily threatened to bodily harm if he didn't come and pay
us.

01;01;54;09 - 01;02;22;16

They didn't want to come to the field. So this guy gets off the
helicopter and pays me three months pay, and I'm out in the middle of
the jungle. You know, what am I going to do with this money brought?
And it was funny. Money. Anyway, you realize that we didn't have
greenback dollars. It was MPC, military pay certificate.

01;02;22;18 - 01;02;26;19
Just funny money.
01;02;26;21 - 01;02;54;26

So you mentioned a second ago that you stole or you're stealing from
American supplies or Vietnamese supplies. No. We would, General
Westmoreland called us the Vietnamese rangers and the advisors, his
chicken thieves, because. They weren't getting paid. We weren't
getting paid. If we went through a village and we needed something to
eat, if they wouldn't give it to us, we just take it now.

01;02;54;26 - 01;03;24;25

We didn't take more than we could handle, you know? We didn't take
everything from the village, so. But we we would take it, when you're
hungry, hungry. And, you know, we got a basic staple of rice. If we if
we did have any money, we would pay for stuff. When you went into a
village, But, you know, the there was pretty slim pickings.

01;03;24;27 - 01;03;58;07

It was mostly chickens. Every now and then, a pig. And nobody would
sell you a water buffalo. I mean, that was their staple that they
needed that to grow their crops and stuff. So, do you remember seeing
Agent Orange being sprayed? Oh, yes. Yeah. Oh, you were you concerned
at the time? No. Not really, because we really couldn't do anything
about it.



01;04;01;01 - 01;04;08;006
That the state's Agent Orange now.
01;04;08;09 - 01;04;28;20

Toy in Duck Province, were. Which was pretty much where we got hit
with it and stuff. But, I mean, the I it was the old saying, you know,
it won't harm you. It's just to kill the plants. Well.

01;04;28;23 - 01;05;17;02

I suffered type two diabetes from it. I've had, prostate cancer from
it. I've had probably 20 skin cancers from it. Oh, thyroid cancer. And
I'm still fighting with the government over the thyroid. So were you
walking directly into Agent Orange? Yeah, we we were, where we fought
was in the jungle, when you went down to Saigon and south, it was.

01;05;17;04 - 01;05;43;02

That's where it was, primarily the rice paddies. And, that. But we
were in the jungle, so they were trying to defoliant a lot of large
areas, so that. So, you know, they could track the VC and NVA later on
and, 68, so, I mean, the plane to come over and they just start
spraying the stuff and it's just like rain.

01;05;43;04 - 01;05;57;18

Although it. They say Agent Orange, it really wasn't orange. It was
almost, almost like a greenish or. But, I mean, it'd come down on you,
you know.

01;05;57;20 - 01;06;34;16

You couldn't, you know, unless you're by a stream or something and you
got a chance to wash it off. You just put up with it. Yeah. I've got
two hearing aids. You know, I went to the VA, for hearing tests. And
the first thing. The first thing the lady asked me, the audiologist
asked me was during your service in Vietnam where you were exposed to
loud noises, I just had to burst out laughing.

01;06;34;18 - 01;06;54;19
I should give me a break. Hero. What do you think? I mean, not only
small arms fire, but artillery fire. Hand grenades. Rockets? Yeah.

Loud noises.

01;06;54;22 - 01;07;39;10



But currently I have a clayman for thyroid. For hypothyroidism. But
they removed my thyroid. Supposed to be. Cut, dried. Presumptive. All
I had to do was prove that I was there. Well, they made me go for a
CMP, compensation, a pension exam. They didn't have my records. I
said, well, I got my records here, 62 pages of medical records.

01;07;39;12 - 01;07;52;20

I said, you can make a copy of them, and I'd already file my claim.
Took them a year and a half, and they came back and denied.

01;07;52;23 - 01;08;29;25

Drives you crazy. What were some of the ways you coped with the war?
With humor? I don't know, but I got a dry sense of humor. For
instance, I'll give you an example. We I just come off of R&R in June
of 68, and I get back to the get back to the compound, trying to
figure out how to get back out to the field.

01;08;29;28 - 01;08;59;01

And the first sergeant says to me, he says, you got to get on the
plane, on a helicopter. It'll be here to pick you up. I said, what's
going on? He said, well, you just lost two autos. Severely wounded.
You got to get out there. So I get I get out to the fire base and,
Major Sinckler says you and get might have to go out because, one of
the captains also got wounded.

01;08;59;03 - 01;09;27;05

So you're going to have to go out that. All right? We suited up, got
all our stuff, got on a helicopter. They took us out, and the
firefight was still going on. We jumped off the helicopter. The pilot
wouldn't land. He said, I can't can't land. He's he's about ten feet
off the ground.

01;09;27;07 - 01;09;53;14

And, I said, well, crap, I got to go. I took the radio and I took it.
I threw it out and I jumped out after it. Captain white jumped out.
Well, the helicopter tried to rise. Take off and rotors hit. The
rotor. Blades hit the trees and it came crashing down. And,

01;09;53;16 — 01;10;23;04

We're getting, you know, I mean, we're taking the enemy fire left and
right. And, Kept looking at a map, and he says, there's a stream over
here about 50 yards. So let's see if we can get over there. And we had
elephant grass in front of us, and they're shooting, green tracers.
And the tracers caught elephant grass on fire.



01;10;23;13 - 01;10;49;15

So we're going through the elephant grass. Well, we get to the stream,
and we figured, well, one thing we can do is lay down on the damn
stream. Hopefully we don't get burned up. And, Me, I looked it over. I
looked over at Captain White, and I told him. I said. I said, Howard,
I said, I'm getting married in January.

01;10;49;15 - 01;11;21;17

I said, if we get out of this, will you come to the wedding? And he
says, what did you just say to me? I said it to him again. And he
says, damn it, Miller. Yeah, if we get out of this, I will be at your
wedding. And he was. Well, but, you just had to look at some of the,
some of the things that went on, and you had to just try to make, you
know, the best you could out of something that was terrible going on.

01;11;21;19 - 01;11;46;22

And, What was the most memorable friendship you had during your time
in Vietnam? Was with my interpreter. His name was Wynn Van Dong. Yeah,
he's from from Saigon. My age.

01;11;46;24 - 01;11;49;10

Spoke.

01;11;49;12 - 01;11;59;18

Really good English. We just bonded, and,
01;11;59;21 - 01;12;34,08

He would teach me Vietnamese, and then he'd ask questions about the
English language, about how to phrase something or whatever. And I'd
tell him that back and forth. We just had a great relationship, and,
he would be, when I go on patrol, he'd be there to, Because a lot of
the other Vietnamese, even some of the commanders, didn't speak
English now, some did, but others didn't.

01;12;34;08 - 01;13;12;02

So, you know, there had to be a communication there. And, Like I told
you before, I brought those photos, and we get to see them sometime,
but, Yeah, he, I left the country, in December, just before Christmas
of 68, and got out of the service, and stayed in touch with him for
about a year.

01;13;12;04 - 01;13;49;25



And then I lost touch. He got transferred to another unit and I
couldn't couldn't get Ahold of him through letters and, That was 1968.
And in 2006, I was at a. Advisor reunion in Dahlonega, Georgia, at the
Mountain Ranger camp. And, I was sitting next to, a colonel that
replaced my senior advisor, and I asked him if he if he knew what the
heck happened to Don.

01;13;49;27 - 01;14;22;03

And he said, oh, yeah, I know what happened to him. I said, what he
said. He spent seven years in a Communist reeducation camp. And then a
couple of years in Saigon. But they wouldn't let him work because he
was a Vietnamese noncommissioned officer, and, his wife couldn't
support him. The family, they had two boys. And, he became part of the
boat people and made it to the Philippines.

01;14;24;16 - 01;15;04;05

And he had a sister that had gotten out. She was one of the lucky ones
that got out on the helicopters, out of the embassy. And, she ended up
in, in Fort Worth, Texas. And, after about two, two and a half, three
years in the Philippines, he was able to locate her and, she was able
to sponsor him and his family, and, this Colonel Daniels said, they
said, I'll give you his phone number in the morning and in the parking
lot.

01;15;04;05 - 01;15;28;06

And he gave me his phone number, and I called him, and, it was just
like old homework. And, the very next week, my wife and I got on a
plane and flew to Fort Worth, Texas, and visited with him. And his
wife. And my wife had never met him, obviously him and stuff. But,

01;15;28;08 - 01;15;51;15

His wife and my wife hit it off and, he said, where do you want to go
to lunch? I said, you got Vietnamese restaurant. I want to go have
Vietnamese food. He said, we got a Vietnamese buffet. I said, well,
that's perfect because I said, my wife's never had Vietnamese food.

01;15;51;17 - 01;16;16;15

So his wife, though, who took my wife to the buffet line, explained to
everything what was on there so she could try certain things. And so
now she loves Vietnamese food. So. But as a matter of fact, he called
me the other day, after the hurricane came through. What? To see how
we made out and make sure I was okay.

01;16;16;17 - 01;16;41;18



And, it's one of those. Lasting friendships, you know, even from a
distance. We still stay stay in touch now, you know? Well, since since
we went to Fort Worth, we probably talk once a month. Either he calls
me or I call him.

01;16;42;02 - 01;17;02;22

That's a great story. Thank you for for sharing. If you don't mind,
I'd like to go back, to your time in Vietnam. Now, what was the most
beautiful thing that you saw in Vietnam?

01;17;02;25 - 01;17;21;01

I think the, In all honesty, like, I would have to say that, you know,
I spent a lot of time in helicopters going from here to there and on
missions, and.

01;17;21;17 - 01;17;50;06

But the. I was really taken by how beautiful the country was. I mean,
it was really beautiful. I, I was only in the Central Highlands. I
mean, I didn't get to see the the rice paddies and, that part of it,
but, I mean, the hills, the valleys, the mountains, the rivers, the
streams, It was just beautiful.

01;17;52;23 - 01;18;27;16

It's a shame, you know, that. You should go back, sometime later.
Over. Over a valley that you'd been in before. Stuff had been
absolutely gorgeous. And then they'd had a B-52 strike come in and
just decimate the place. So that's probably it. Some of the
architecture was, the Buddhist temples. Were pretty amazing.

01;18;27;18 - 01;19;01;01

Who did you write to or receive letters from while you were in
Vietnam? I wrote letters to my fiancee and received them back from
her. And I wrote letters to my parents. Of course, I never would tell
my mother what I was doing. She would have freaked out. And my father
never told her, you know? So,

01;19;01;04 - 01;19;10;20
It wasn't, It wasn't until about ten years ago to.
01;19;10;22 - 01;19;31;26

So my siblings knew what I was doing over there. It just. My oldest
brother was in a car. The step brother, Bob. He's the one I told you



got drafted.
01;19;31;28 - 01;19,;48;22

So he in for two years, go through basic training, go through his MOS,
get sent to Vietnam. And his job is he's a lifequard. At Cameron Bay.

01;19;48;24 - 01;20;06;18

That's what he did in Vietnam. And my other stepbrother was in the Air
Force. He was a well air policeman. He got blown out of a tower,
wounded pretty badly.

01;20;06;20 — 01;20;13;21

What was your most expensive or frequent purchase at the.
01;20;13;23 - 01;20;25;28

When I had the opportunity, I bought myself a nice Seiko watch. And,
01;20;27;11 - 01;20;54;11

I'd have it today if it didn't get stolen out of my suitcase. One when
I was traveling one time, I. I put it in the suitcase. Nobody broke
into the suitcase and stole it. But that was that was a luxury. The
other thing. The other thing was I did buy a, 35 millimeter cannon
camera with a nice telephoto lens.

01;20;58;07 - 01;21;18;04

I tried one time to be a combat photographer, and with the bullets
started whizzing by me, I said, that's not. That's not smart. Did you
buy any Vietnamese souvenirs?

01;21;18;06 - 01;21;27;02
No.
01;21;27;04 - 01;22;12;01

I did, I did buy my fiancé. My wife. Now, we've been married. Oh, 55
years, 56 years now. I bought her a Vietnamese idol, which is
basically a dress. Garnett. And, have the only other, you know,
memento. Well, two things, like two things I brought back. We had,
When we do recon patrols we had up at Central Highlands, we had
mountain yards and, the mountain yards, if they liked it, they would
give you a bracelet and it'd be it have special markings on it and
stuff.



01;22;12;01 - 01;22;29;12

It's just a copper bracelet. But I, I brought that back with me, and,
I brought back a rifle. We had,

01;22;29;15 - 01;22;39;17

And that was easy. Believe it or not. I thought it was going to be.
01;22;39;20 - 01;23;10;20

So much regulation, so much different that all I had to do was get the
commanding officer signature. Have the serial number, make model,
serial number, and make sure the bolt was out of it. And I just
carried it on the damn plane. And that was on the charter plane to San

Francisco. And then when we. I bought a ticket to the East Coast, I
brought it on the plane.

01;23;10;22 - 01;23;19;10
It was an overhead compartment. 1968.
01;23;19;13 - 01;23;41;26

I'd like to talk now about your post service life. What relationship
in your life was most changed by your service? Oh, well,

01;23;41;29 - 01;23;57;02

Oh, boy. That's a hard one. I am coming from a military family to
begin with. You know, I.

01;23;57;05 - 01;24;17;28

I think I had to make an adjustment, in my attitude towards the anti-
war protesters. I. Based on the Myers-Briggs testing, pretty
judgmental and,

01;24;18;08 - 01;24;23;14

It.

01;24;23;16 — 01;24;51;10

But I was really pretty ticked off with the protesters because I felt
they really didn't understand. But I had to just finally say, wait a
minute. You know, you just have to let it go. Everybody has their own

opinion, you know? You leave me alone. I'll leave you alone. I did
what I had to do. You're doing what you have to do.



01;24;52;29 - 01;25;06;08

And that was, somewhat of an adjustment. Did you know any anti-war
veterans?

01;25;06;10 - 01;25;29;27

No, I didn't know any anti-war veteran. I, I did have a fellow, in my
wedding party that left the States and went to Canada. Never came
back. He's up on Prince Edward Island. If he's still alive.

01;25;30;00 — 01;25;37;25

But that kind of ticked me off.

01;25;37;27 - 01;25;45;27

How did you interact with the VA in the years after the war?
01;25;45;29 - 01;26;25;20

Well, I had gone back to work. So I had medical insurance. I didn't
need the VA for anything at the time. It wasn't until, I started
getting sick, with the prostate cancer, and, Type two diabetes that I
went. And, I actually had to be convinced, a friend of mine to, was a
marine Corps Vietnam veteran said you need to go and file a file, a
claim that you're entitled to it.

01;26;26;21 - 01;26;38;29
You see what you you know. All the worst I can say is no.
01;26;39;01 - 01,;27,;25;01

So I did, and, I've been rated 60% disabled. I was trying to get the
thyroid in there to give me 70% because, everything is relative within
the VA. And, a compensation pension package, rating. There's ten, 20,
30, 40, 50 and up to 100%, disability ratings. But it is each
increment, you get a different benefit.

01;27;25;04 - 01;27;55;02

So if I could get the 70%, what that would do is if something happens
to me, my wife would be entitled to a small portion of my
compensation. Even though I didn't retire from the military, I'm still
being compensated for for, injuries or diseases. Contacted. So that's,
other than, you know, fighting through the disability thing.

01;27;57;02 - 01;28;28;19



I go once a year to the VA, just to keep. All the records clean and
such. And I have had no problems with the, VA hospital, the clinic or
the hospital over in Augusta. I've always been treated with respect.
The one thing I really like is if you have a 10:00 appointment, you
know, if they call you at 1010, you know, that's about the latest.

01;28;28;19 - 01;29;02;24

They're going to be. You know, if I go to a civilian doctor here, I'm
level. I'll wait an hour and a half past my appointment time before I
get to see him. After Vietnam, where did you go to college? I went to
Southern Illinois University. And I majored in electronics technology.
My wife also went there, and she made, she majored in, adult
education.

01;29;02;27 - 01;29;31;24

And then she went on, and got a master's degree from Boise State. I
said I'd, I'd had enough. I get the bachelor's degree. I'm good. No.
And honestly, a master's degree at the particular time wouldn't have
done me any better. Any good. What year were you there? I actually
went we actually went,

01;29;34;19 - 01;30;07;22

To Fort Gordon for the classes. Southern Illinois University would
send in the professors on a on weekend basis. So it was a unique
program. I took one class at a time, one course at a time, but it was
eight hours. Saturday, eight hours. Sunday for three weekends. So you
were immersed. You had one class in a short period of time with a lot
of work to do.

01;30;07;24 - 01;30;33;21

And, It actually, once you, once I got through the first course, got
back into the swing of things and could gauge my time management, it
became relatively easy, and I'm trying to think now, I was there. I.

01;30;33;24 - 01;31;07;13

I had actually gotten an associate degree, through Mohegan Community
College in Connecticut. So I waited a few years when I got transferred
down here in 90, it was 92 and 93 when I finally finished up the last
two years, for the major. So when you were at community college, was
this just after you left the service?

01;31;07;15 - 01;31;30;15

It was. No, it was probably about. Four years after I left the service
because, my wife and I had our daughter and, I really wasn't keen on



going back to school at the time, but.
01;31;30;18 - 01;32;22;16

I just wanted to get to work, make some money. Support the family. But
after my daughter was about two, you know, the light bulb goes off and
said, you know, you really should go back to school and, continue
this. And I was fortunate, In that, I had an opportunity based on my
electrical background, electronics background, that I was able to get
a job with Underwriters Laboratories and, in New England, and I
traveled all over New England, going into manufacturing shops, and
it's performing inspection and testing on, equipment, electronics
equipment and stuff.

01;32;22;19 - 01;32;41;25

So I had a decent job, but I knew if I wanted to get anywhere, I had
the had to get the bachelor's degree eventually. What did you expect
on campus as a Vietnam veteran?

01;32;41;27 - 01;32;48;03

My first experience,

01;32;48;05 - 01;32;54;21

Was not a really good one.

01;32;54;24 - 01;32;59;24

I was in the student union one day, and,

01;32;59;26 - 01;33;32;23

I had on an old army jacket, and a student confronted me. Needless to
say, things did not turn out well for him. And for me either. But, But
the school didn't throw me out. But that was the only time I had any
any confrontation with anybody. They.

01;33;32;26 — 01;34;02;20

I was fortunate in that I took a number of, of history classes and and
actually a couple of classes on Vietnam and had some fairly
conservative instructors. And, once he realized that he had Vietnam, a
couple of Vietnam veterans in the classroom, he'd be asking us
questions. And, we were able to develop a pretty decent rapport.

01;34;02;22 - 01;34;33;13

And, you know, we disagree on things occasionally. You know, but,



Overall, it was it wasn't a bad experience. I didn't see any major
protests on campus or anything like that. You'd have a few, you know,
little things going on. But. So in the student union, was this at the
community college? Yes. And what happened afterwards?

01;34;33;16 - 01;35;05;16

Well, the poor guy got beat up and and the, the dean, basically
suspended me for a couple of weeks. And then I had to I had to send
him a letter and reapply, basically. Then he let me back in. So,

01;35;05;19 - 01;35;23;25
Who? Since the war, have you talked to you about Vietnam?
01;35;23;27 - 01;35;52;10

Let's say think I have talked to, my wife. Although there's certain
things that she doesn't know, I. You know, I haven't told her. I mean,
it just wouldn't serve any purpose, but, you know, based on our
communications and the letters back and forth and stuff, she knew what
I was doing. And, you know.

01;35;52;12 - 01;36;26;20

I I've taken to her, taking her to several military reunions over the
years and stuff, and, you know, Colonel Daniels said to her what you
said, said Susan, you said, you know, your husband had one of the most
dangerous jobs in the military. She looked and said, what? So, yeah,
he packed that radio, and every Vietnamese, North Vietnamese Vietcong
was looking for the guy with the radio.

01;36;26;23 - 01,;37,;02;01

They wanted to shoot the guy first because that was the lifeline. And,
And tell him I said, Jack, why did you say that to her? You know. Oh,
thank goodness it was so many years ago. Have you been to the wall in
D.C.? Yes. But it took me about ten years. And when I went, it was
very,

01;37;02;03 - 01;37,;06,28

Very emotional.

01;37;07;01 — 01;37;16;04

I still get emotional now about it. What do you think of it?

01;37;16;07 - 01;37;23;00



I actually think it's beautiful.

01;37;23;02 - 01;37,;34,20

But there's so many names on there. That I know.
01;37;35;02 - 01;37;45;03

My good. Yeah, it just, Like I said, I still get emotional about it.
Yeah.

01;37;45;05 - 01;38;03;09
It took me that long to go. And I took my family.
01;38;03;11 - 01;38;17;27

And I know it was, the first time. My children, my boy, my son and
daughter had ever seen me cry.

01;38;17;29 - 01;38;30;29
You know, I think that moved them to.
01;38;31;02 - 01;38;53;17

Do you remember the wall being controversial? Not only from a design
standpoint. I know some people didn't like the design to begin with.
Didn't want to approve it, you know, went through several iterations
and stuff, but I don't remember it being,

01;38;53;20 - 01;39;29;17

Really controversial as far as, you know, putting the names on there
and such. I'm just disappointed because there are several names that
I, I feel should be on there, that aren't. And that's because, Two
individuals that I know, passed away from wounds receiving received in
Vietnam. Although they didn't die there. They died here several years
after, but it was directly related to the wounds they received.

01;39;29;20 - 01;39,;45;21

And their name should be on there, and they're not. And it's it's,
I've tried getting them on there. I've had other people, I've had a
good friend,

01;39;45;24 - 01;40;02;26

Freddie McFerran, who retired as a three star general. He's tried to
get them on their. It's just like pulling teeth. Have you been back to



Vietnam? No, I have not.
01;40;04;10 — 01;40;19;25

Of course. I came home at 68. Christmas of 68. And in 73, the last
Americans left.

01;40;19;28 - 01;40;59;23

Except for a couple of aviation brigades, helicopter support, and then
75. When they, Invade. Took over the country. All things changed. And
I had no desire to go back at that particular time. I know I've had
friends that have gone back, but, The ones that have gone back, say,
over the last ten years.

01;40;59;25 - 01;41;26;15

So you wouldn't recognize it anyway. I mean, it's just totally
different. You know, the dirt roads are now paved highways and, you
know, the little village over here with huts and stuff, but now
there's housing development and it's got, you know, satellite dish
and, you know, you said you just wouldn't all the military
installations are basically gone except for the tourist attractions
like the coochie tunnels and those types of things.

01;41;26;15 - 01;41;57;27

But, I, I've thought about it a little bit recently because I have a,
another Vietnamese friend, who lives up in Kentucky, in Louisville. He
was a, Vietnamese Air Force pilot. And he goes back, but every other
year he still has family over there. So I thought about maybe going
with him one time or, you know,

01;41;58;00 — 01;42,;03,04

But I haven't put anything together.

01;42;03;06 — 01;42,;08;24

I love the people. I just.

01;42;08;26 — 01;42;15;00

I'm not crazy about a communist regime.

01;42;15;02 - 01;42;25;13

But this is my last question. Do you have a favorite book, poem or
movie about Vietnam?



01;42;33;21 - 01;42;50;27
Geez. The, No poem. Although I've. I've read a few,
01;42;53;02 - 01;43;35;27

There's a book. I can't remember who wrote the doggone thing, but it's
called The Hill Fights. And it's a compilation of, military battles
during the Vietnam War. It's not a very long book, but it it gets into
detail and some of the, the heavier battles, you know, one of the
things I think I told you before is that, you know, being with a
Vietnamese outfit, you know, we didn't get supplied by the Americans.

01;43;38;17 - 01;44;06;13

When we get wounded, unless it was severe and you got medevac out, you
were just treated by the Black Sea and nothing was sent forward. I
told you, they just removed the piece of shrapnel from my back last
year. That's been in there since 1968. I never got a Purple Heart for
that because all the records were all destroyed.

01;44;06;16 — 01;44;53;06

And, But that doesn't bother me, you know, it's just it's the way
things were at that particular time. And, the Vietnamese, Vietnamese
people were wonderful people. We know he's Rangers, great fighters. We
sent a lot back to the States, and CEOs and officers to go through our
Ranger school, although we set up three training areas to train them
in country, it wasn't like going through Ranger School at Fort Benning
and Dahlonega and Eglin Air Force Base.

01;44;55;18 - 01;45;23;05

But I still love those people. And, you know, people say to me, well,
you know, Vietnamese didn't fight for their country and stuff. They
had to be a ranger, fought, and I'd fight with them again when we have
when we have a reunion, it's not only the American advisors, but it's
Vietnamese rangers that were able to get to this country.

01;45;23;07 - 01;45;54;01

And, One of the things that you'll see is that, The Vietnamese battle
cry is built on called sat, and that is Rangers kill. And, they
certainly did that. Mr. Miller, thank you very much. It's been a
fantastic help for you. Thank you. You're welcome. My pleasure.



