
00:00:06:08 - 00:00:29:19

My name is Palmer McKay. I'm interviewing Vietnam veteran Mike Hart, 
who served in the Air Force from 1965 to 1968. Mr. Hart, this 
interview will have four sections Your Life before service, Basic 
training, your time in Vietnam and your Life After Service. So let's 
get started with your background. Where did you grow up and what was 
your area known for?

00:00:29:21 - 00:00:45:03

I actually grew up in Aiken, South Carolina, and it's known for what 
we used to call the bomb plant on the Savannah River plant. We moved 
here in 1951 from Parris Island, South Carolina, where my father was a 
marine Corps drill instructor.

00:00:45:06 - 00:01:08:05

Can you tell me about your family growing up, including your father? 
Well, like I said, he was a marine Corps drill instructor. When he 
retired. My uncle had gone to work here and Aiken, the Savannah River 
plant, and told my father would be a good opportunity for him. So he 
immediately got a job there. There were so many jobs open at that 
time, and we moved to Aiken.

00:01:08:12 - 00:01:33:10

My mother was a schoolteacher, so it was a pretty disciplined life for 
a while. And the Marine Corps drill instructor father and a 
schoolteacher mother. But Aiken was a great place to grow up. Did you 
have any siblings growing up? I had two brothers and a sister to all 
younger. So you were the oldest sibling? Yes, I was the oldest.

00:01:33:13 - 00:02:05:15

Do you have any memories of your father or other men around you 
telling war stories from World War Two? Well, my father was a marine. 
He was at Pearl Harbor when it was bombed on December 7th, 1941. 
Doesn't talk about it. Never heard him talk about it. He was at 
Guadalcanal. Never heard him talk about it. I do have a Japanese 
sniper's rifle and the ammunition that he brought back from World War 
Two, but he never talked about his actual war service.

00:02:05:18 - 00:02:09:10

Wow.

00:02:09:13 - 00:02:39:05

Did you have a favorite World War Two movie growing up? Yes. Battle 



cry. And it was because there was a in the book, there was a character 
named Richard Hart, which was my father's name. And that I watch that 
movie a hundred times, I guess. Although Ray, that's an ironic. A lot 
of Vietnam veteran memoirs mention John Wayne as an influence on their 
expectations of war.

00:02:39:07 - 00:02:49:12

Do you remember John Wayne that way? No. I've seen most of the war 
movies, but no.

00:02:49:14 - 00:03:15:16

Where did you go to college, and what did you study before Vietnam? 
Well, my aspiration was become a dentist. So I started out at 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. My first year in 1963. 
Had too much fun up there. So the next year, transferred to USC Aiken 
at the old museum and went there for a year.

00:03:15:18 - 00:03:32:20

And, had a good time there, too. So my father, a father suggested, may 
be a good thing if I found something permanent. And by that he meant 
the military. So that's where it started.

00:03:32:22 - 00:03:48:19

Did you hear anything about Vietnam during your time in college? Not 
really. I knew more about when the French were over there and had 
their problems than I did about what was really starting up in 65 or 
whenever it started.

00:03:48:22 - 00:03:54:09

Now, I'd like to move on to the start of your service and basic 
training.

00:03:54:12 - 00:04:23:05

Would you describe yourself as volunteering, being commissioned or 
drafted? Volunteer. What were the main reasons you volunteered? I 
needed to do something to get my life a little bit straight, and I 
think. I think we knew at that time, myself and a couple of my good 
buddies decided we'd just do it at the same time. We actually enlisted 
over at the old armory here in Aiken, at the same time.

00:04:23:08 - 00:04:40:20

Why the Air Force and not the Marines like your dad? Because. Because 
I grew up with a marine Corps drill instructor. Father, I can tell you 



stories. Okay. Yeah. I just I didn't want the marine life.

00:04:40:22 - 00:05:01:20

Did you expect to go to Vietnam? No, I did not. When I finished 
school, I thought I was going to go to Germany or France or somewhere 
like that, so I didn't know. As it turned out, it was predestined 
where I was going to.

00:05:01:22 - 00:05:12:06

What, if anything, did you know about the country of Vietnam before 
you enlisted? I didn't know anything at all, though.

00:05:12:08 - 00:05:24:09

And what did you know about the Vietnam War? I know you mentioned 
that, you had heard very little. Yeah, it had just started. So there 
was not a lot out there.

00:05:24:11 - 00:05:32:05

Do you remember anything specific about the last days before your 
service or the trip to base?

00:05:32:08 - 00:05:39:19

With the trip? I'm sorry, I didn't understand the question. The trip 
to boot camp.

00:05:39:22 - 00:05:49:10

I remember the movie we saw the night before. Before we left, selling 
the matter for. No.

00:05:49:12 - 00:06:08:06

I had a heart murmur when we had our physical before supposed to 
leave, and they held me over, so my two buddies left ahead of me. So 
they got to Lackland Air Force Base for basic training. So that was a 
little apprehensive. I had an extra day there, not knowing if I was 
really going to get in or not, but it turned out to be nothing.

00:06:08:07 - 00:06:37:21

And so the next day I shipped out. How would you describe your boot 
camp experience? Oh, I was in with a wild bunch of guys, a lot of 
people from Chicago and New York, and I was a little southern boy. So 
it took a little while to get used to kind of a rough crowd, but, it 
was okay.



00:06:37:23 - 00:07:02:05

Did anyone around you struggle with boot camp? Yeah, I had, especially 
one. It was a Civil Air Patrol cadet who was given the top of what 
they call him back. But he was supposed to be the the guy that went to 
the top sergeant about any problems, but he was nobody liked him. And 
he was very bitter about that.

00:07:02:05 - 00:07:07:15

And that made it kind of unpleasant.

00:07:07:17 - 00:07:11:13

I'd like to move on to your time in Vietnam.

00:07:11:16 - 00:07:38:15

Did anything stick out to you about your flight to Vietnam? Yeah, I 
got to see your wife for about four hours. I got to see the 
Philippines at night, and, And how scared I was as we'd landed and 
talked to noon in Vietnam. It's what I remember about that flight. 
What was scary about Landing and Thompson? It flares.

00:07:38:18 - 00:07:53:14

Sound of gun, big guns in the distance and the smell of cordite of 
gunpowder. It was scary. I was an air force. I was a marine, was an 
army.

00:07:53:17 - 00:07:59:07

Could you describe your first 24 to 48 hours in country?

00:07:59:09 - 00:08:20:18

Yeah, the night we got there. It was a big billet, and there must have 
been 100 of us in these billets. And an orderly came up and gave me a 
note and said that I needed to report to headquarters Seventh Air 
Force in the morning. I said, why? Why am I going to headquarters 
Seventh Air Force? I'm a little E-2.

00:08:20:19 - 00:08:39:18

You know, I was a nobody. So I got up that next morning and I went 
down to Seventh Air Force headquarters and the sergeant sitting at the 
desk, and he said, general, Mama, see you in a moment. And my heart 
dropped. Why would I be seeing a general?



00:08:39:21 - 00:09:00:26

So I had to go in and I was trying to do the the nervous salute. And 
he put me and he said, sit down, son, and explain to me that it was a 
new program they were starting, and they were going to send some 
intelligence person to help the pilots of the forward to control 
pilots with some of their duties.

00:09:00:28 - 00:09:23:26

And, he said, in the morning you'll be leaving for Danang because I 
didn't know where tonight was. So that was that was kind of a nervous 
start. But anyway, it was pretty cool. Now that I think about it, this 
general had to be the one to tell me about this. And did you already 
have intelligence training or were you trained in Vietnam?

00:09:23:27 - 00:09:52:20

No. Yeah, I went to tech school. Out of basic training. I was. I had 
qualified for language school. Thought I was going to the University 
of Indiana to study Russian. And there were 20, I think 30 of us. They 
called it Denver Call. I needed 25 for air intelligence and photo 
interpretation school. So the march was all down to the flight 
surgeons, and we took a little stereoscope test where you can see 3D.

00:09:52:22 - 00:10:16:15

And the first 25 that came out the door on their way to Denver the 
next morning. So that's where I went. And I spent two months out there 
in the air intelligence and photo Interpretation school in Denver. 
What did you expect when you arrived in Vietnam based on TV or stories 
you had heard? I really didn't know when I left.

00:10:16:17 - 00:10:38:12

Tech school. All instructors made the comment when we asked what we'd 
be doing. He said, you'll be a tail gunner on a IL 19. I said, what is 
that, a typewriter? Turns out it 19 was a little over one bird dog 
spotter plane. And I sat in the back seat as an observer. So that's 
what that meant.

00:10:38:14 - 00:11:10:02

I didn't know that at the time because they sent me to SAC base in 
Mississippi first. Turns out later I had already had those orders for 
Vietnam, but we didn't know that at the time. Would you describe 
yourself as being in combat in the rear or something else? I was in 
combat. Yeah, I was in combat. And you kind of mentioned a little bit 
about the work that you did, but can you explain a little bit more 
about the kind of work that you did in Vietnam?



00:11:10:03 - 00:11:38:21

Yeah. When I got the Danang, they said, this is not your last stop. 
You're going up to Quang Tre. Quang Tre was the capital city of I 
Corps, a country province. But a little over 20 miles from the DMZ, 
which is about as far north as you can go. So I got on a Jolly Green 
helicopter, which were the rescue helicopters, and they flew me up the 
Quang tree.

00:11:38:21 - 00:11:54:09

They stood there lurks in our little compound there, Quang tree, which 
was an old compound, old French compound. But it was the Mak V 
military advisory command group.

00:11:54:11 - 00:11:58:06

What was Quang Tree like?

00:11:58:08 - 00:12:13:07

Really? Just like a normal little city. Most of the time you never 
knew. The daytime, everything was kind of cool. But at night, we were 
back in the compound. You didn't. You didn't mess around after dark.

00:12:13:10 - 00:12:39:09

What was your daily work like? It consisted of usually late the night 
before, early in the morning. We'd got to get a request from either 
Seventh Air Force or Danang. And we had three things. We had pre-
planned targets. We would go out and go to the coordinates, supposed 
coordinates, and then call in the fighters, mark the targets back out.

00:12:39:11 - 00:13:06:05

Fighters would come in and then we'd go in and do BDA or bomb damage 
assessment. That was the pre-planned strikes. Most of the time was 
just a regular, what we call a V or visual recon. We had six areas in 
our core and we would fly from one to the other out south of Quang 
Tree, out to near way the Laotian border, and then back down the DMZ, 
back down Bak Dong Ha, which was the marine compound back to Quang 
Tree.

00:13:06:07 - 00:13:25:00

And then the really nasty stuff was the close air support. You get 
calls we need we need help here. We need there. And then that way we 
would with the pilot. Not me. I'm in the backseat. I'm an observer. 
The pilot would have contact with not only with the ground troops, but 



he have it on another frequency.

00:13:25:00 - 00:13:42:10

You'd have the jets or the A1. He's a little prop jobs so that he 
could coronoid coordinate that. And then we'd do after the, we'd go in 
and do BDA again, bomb damage assessment. Interesting.

00:13:42:13 - 00:14:08:00

Did you learn any Vietnamese words or phrases during your tours? You 
know, little stuff. No, no, I'm stuff cadet. Quite a pretty girl. But 
I used to count some, you know? Not much, not much. Didn't need much. 
Can you count for us? No, I can't really.

00:14:08:02 - 00:14:39:01

How would you describe the people you served with in terms of economic 
background, race or religion? A little bit of everything. The the 
compound was kind of unique. We had we had three pilots, four air 
controllers. We had to aircraft mechanics. We had three radio 
operators. And then we had, c s s c and you see an air rescue.

00:14:39:04 - 00:15:10:20

Radio operators who maintain their, their network. We had a Navy 
Millsap team, which was three Navy civilian doctors and 3 or 4 
corpsman who actually went and ran the civilian hospital there in 
Quang Tricity, which was kind of unique. And then we had a marine 
attachment of guards, which pool guard duty. And then we had the Army 
staff, first sergeant, and they ran the compound in the, in the, the, 
kitchen gets fed really well.

00:15:10:22 - 00:15:36:06

So and then we had some army advisors. They stay at our place during 
the weekend and go out during the week to the little outpost and, and 
our bases and that sort of thing. And we had a detachment of, 
Australian advisors. These were enlisted people who were given war on 
overseas commissions to come to Vietnam, and they like to have a good 
time.

00:15:36:08 - 00:15:55:28

So we're going to circle back to that for sure. All right. Can you 
give us an idea of some of the demographics of the people you served 
with, specifically race, religion or economic? We were about half and 
half, Caucasian and black. We're all friends. We played a lot of 
cards. There wasn't a whole lot to do sometimes.



00:15:56:00 - 00:16:17:26

I learned how to play p knuckle. We kidded each other. We had an old 
French tennis court that had been bombed. So many times that it 
shifted when you went on it, but we tried to get out there and do that 
every now and then. Did you serve with any other southern Southerners? 
Yeah. And they're from everywhere, you know.

00:16:17:28 - 00:16:47:28

I'm good for him from Tennessee. There was there and there was from 
Columbia, actually, one of the radio operators was actually from 
Columbia. So to circle back to the Australians. Can you tell us a 
little bit more about them? They're a rowdy crew. Like I said, they 
they were advisors. They would go out during the week and stay a week 
or two weeks, and then they'd come back in and they'd really they kind 
of let it go, like they'd like to drink.

00:16:47:28 - 00:17:08:13

They liked to play darts. For a while there. They recruited me to tend 
bar over in the little tiny Officers Club. It was very small, but they 
were always getting in arguments and pushing each other and throwing 
things, and. But they drank a lot. But they had a good time. They had 
a good time. They were neat.

00:17:08:13 - 00:17:11:26

They were really neat guys.

00:17:11:28 - 00:17:23:23

Do you remember any women on bass? Either a Vietnamese or American? 
Just the Vietnamese women who who, cleaned the place a little bit and,

00:17:23:26 - 00:17:45:09

They'd wash our clothes, they'd take them down in the river and wash 
your clothes. You had to let the clothes kind of hang out before you 
put them on, because they were. They weren't too good, were they, mama 
sand? Yeah, they were mama songs. Mama songs. This was an old French 
compound. We had still had Benjy ditches and so they kind of kept 
everything clean.

00:17:45:12 - 00:17:48:07

Right?

00:17:48:09 - 00:17:56:28



How did living in Vietnam and meeting Vietnamese people affect you?

00:17:57:00 - 00:18:18:00

I felt sorry for some of them, you know, The way they live with some 
had to live. You just wondered how people live like that. The kids, 
they didn't get pants until they were, like, 5 or 6 years old. You 
never saw diapers or anything like that? I just wondered how they did 
that, you know?

00:18:18:02 - 00:18:44:21

And you see him in the early mornings. We had a big rice paddy up 
behind our compound, and you'd see them out there doing their bathroom 
business, all these little heads popping up in the rice fields. It's 
just a tough way. What else do you remember about Vietnamese children? 
They always had their hand out, you know. Mote, Mote cigaret one 
cigaret mote cigaret mote.

00:18:44:21 - 00:18:51:11

Cigaret smoke. Candy Mote. Candy.

00:18:51:14 - 00:18:57:25

Do you remember any distinct animals during your time in Vietnam?

00:18:57:27 - 00:19:21:17

Yeah. A big worm. We had we had assigned bunkers to go to when we had 
mortar attacks and that sort of thing. And during the rainy season, we 
had a mortar attack one night in my bucker was four. Not people who 
supposed to be in there, but it was full. So I plopped up on the berm 
next to it.

00:19:21:19 - 00:19:37:24

And I felt this thing moving under me, you know. You know, there were 
mortars going off. I didn't want to jump up. And but I finally slid 
off to the side and I thought it was a snake. I thought I was going to 
die. It was a earthworm, I swear. As big as a snake scared me to 
death.

00:19:37:27 - 00:19:57:19

Wow. But I never saw, you know, except for an elephant that you I told 
you about. I think. Can you tell us a little bit more about the 
elephant? Yeah, we were on a on a regular VR mission. Visual 
recognition and, looked down and the pilot said, is that what I think 
it is? And he buzzed around.



00:19:57:19 - 00:20:17:21

I looked and I said, yeah, that's an elephant. So that night when I 
called it in, I had just called in every night, call down to and give 
them a report and told them about the elephant. Well, I immediately 
got up a radio back. Well, no, if it had peck peck marks on it, we 
said we don't we don't know.

00:20:17:21 - 00:20:33:25

And we did. We never saw it again. So. Can you explain Peck marks? 
What do you mean by that? Well, there were one. Or if it was used to 
carry, you know, weapons or something for the for the Vietcong.

00:20:33:27 - 00:20:41:13

Did you have any pets while you were there? No pets, no pets.

00:20:41:16 - 00:21:11:21

Did you experience any culture shock while in Vietnam? Well, not 
really, because we were in our own little world there, you know? I 
didn't spend any time really outside of. I went from the compound to 
the airstrip, which was about a little over a mile in a jeep, and I'd 
go through parts of town. And that was about the only exposure I had 
to actually civilian population.

00:21:11:23 - 00:21:33:11

Did you get sick at all during your time when you got pleurisy? When I 
was there, which was kind of uncomfortable because that was during the 
rainy season too. The hottest and the coldest I've ever been in my 
life were in Vietnam. Was 120 something degrees one time. And in the 
50s, in the 50s and the rainy season.

00:21:33:11 - 00:22:00:21

One times. The coldest I ever been. We didn't have hot water. So you 
can imagine. And that's when I got pleurisy. So. And what's that? 
Inflammation around the lungs and infection around the lungs. Can you 
give us an idea of some of the symptoms of pleurisy? Chest pain, 
coughing, a lot of coughing. Yeah.

00:22:00:24 - 00:22:26:26

What was the most interesting food you ate in Vietnam? We had good 
food where? I was a mess. Sergeant really took care of us. The best 
thing I ever had was a can of tuna, a bargain with a marine. And dong 
gave him some some boots, and he gave me a big can of tuna fish, so I 



brought that back.

00:22:27:03 - 00:22:32:01

Then we, we feasted on that for a while.

00:22:32:03 - 00:22:59:12

We didn't get the, you know, we didn't get milk. Didn't have a milk. 
You can imagine things got kind of boring. Eat was. Did you ever see 
Vietnamese civilians collecting or using American trash? No, I did 
not. No. But like I said, I was wasn't downtown or areas where I 
probably say that.

00:22:59:15 - 00:23:04:24

Did you personally encounter the Viet Cong?

00:23:04:26 - 00:23:33:16

I saw a lot of dead bodies. I did see the captured several that I saw, 
out in the fields next to the compound, waiting on, helicopters to 
take them out. I had one one night tied up in a bunker in our compound 
that they had captured, holding him until they could transfer him 
somewhere.

00:23:33:18 - 00:23:40:06

So you did encounter Vietnamese? Yeah.

00:23:40:08 - 00:24:03:26

Do you remember seeing Agent Orange being sprayed? We actually, we 
actually marked the areas for the spray to occur, and then we back 
out. So you went to when a threes would come in and spray and, and 
then if there were, there were fighters also around in case they drew 
some ground fire in it. I don't remember ever having to call them in.

00:24:03:28 - 00:24:13:11

But we were there and I was exposed, as I later found out about Agent 
Orange. The hard part of it.

00:24:13:13 - 00:24:24:03

And were you concerned at the time? Not at the time, no. I had no idea 
that it could do what it did.

00:24:24:06 - 00:24:30:22



What were some of the ways you coped with the war?

00:24:30:24 - 00:24:53:18

Play pinnacle. I didn't read, you know, didn't do much of anything 
except talk to the guys and and kind of hang out. It was, there wasn't 
a lot to do, but that kind of pass the time and listen to the radio, 
those those guys who were on the rescue helicopters, they had amazing 
lives and amazing stories, and they stood.

00:24:53:20 - 00:25:20:00

Two of those flew up every morning and stood there and waited for the 
call. And you can imagine, what they went through. The guys had 
actually had to go drop down on those lines and pick pilots up and 
experience the ground fire and that sort of thing. You mentioned the 
radio. Do you have any particular American songs that you remember 
from your time in Vietnam?

00:25:20:02 - 00:25:38:10

Yeah, there's one called I Want to Go Home, and I sang that a lot. I 
didn't take an R&R while I was there, but I did go to the Nang one 
time and stayed in the Denying Hotel and had milk and ice cream, and I 
remember that song. They sang it over and over and over. I want to go 
home.

00:25:38:10 - 00:25:45:08

We'll go. We got to get out of this place. Yeah, we got to get out. 
Yeah.

00:25:45:10 - 00:25:56:23

Do you remember jokes, distinct slang, or other types of humor that 
were common among Americans in Vietnam?

00:25:56:26 - 00:26:17:23

I can't think. I really can't think of anything. There's nothing very 
funny about what we were going through most of the time. The first few 
months I was there, it was kind of calm and nice. And then later on, 
the war kind of picked up and things changed. So.

00:26:17:26 - 00:26:28:11

I was lucky. I was up in the air. I got to see all of that. I didn't 
have to be down there and do what those Marines and Army guys did.

00:26:28:13 - 00:26:34:14



Did you have any jokes about the brass? No. Who would do that?

00:26:34:16 - 00:26:55:13

I had some really cool pilots that I flew with. They were really neat 
guys. And and they were like, one of the one of the guys, you know, 
that show up in the enlisted area of club there and and just hang with 
the guy, play poker. So, you know, they were good.

00:26:55:15 - 00:27:04:02

What was the most memorable friendship you had during your time in 
Vietnam?

00:27:04:04 - 00:27:13:21

I don't know if you call it friendship. Just had such a great 
relationship with one of the pilots. You know, I didn't have to fly.

00:27:13:23 - 00:27:33:04

But I like flying. You know, I like to get up to him, be part of it. 
My job was I drew the maps, gave them the coordinates, and and helped 
the pilots with whatever they needed. But I had the option of actually 
getting in the the back of the plane and flying, and I just enjoyed 
that. And I had one pilot, one.

00:27:33:05 - 00:27:52:13

They go all the time and went a regular VR area in the back of an old 
one, a little hill 19. They have rudder pedals. You could pop up for a 
stick he could put in, and I flew the I flew the plane when there was 
nothing going on. He I think I could have landed it and I maybe I 
could have taken it off.

00:27:52:13 - 00:28:15:18

I had to, but thank God that that never happened. Can you give us his 
name, Captain Loy? Hello. I still I haven't recently, but I've been in 
contact. His son lives in Japan, and and we've communicated back and 
forth. He's. He's not alive now. He's dead. But I'm sorry.

00:28:15:21 - 00:28:27:27

What was the most beautiful thing you saw in Vietnam? That kind of 
little airline that was parked out at the Nang when I was getting 
ready to leave, to come home.

00:28:27:29 - 00:28:55:10



No. Vietnam was a beautiful place, really, from the air. Except for 
the B-52 pockmarks and the in the Asian art and foliation. You know, 
it was a beautiful country. Danang had a great beach. Yeah, it was a 
pretty country. But that plane coming home, that was that was the most 
beautiful thing I saw.

00:28:55:12 - 00:29:01:12

What was the most gruesome thing you saw in Vietnam?

00:29:01:14 - 00:29:18:15

In a helicopter crash in the rice paddy behind our thing and know. And 
we had to go out and fill up some body bags and bring the guys back in 
who died? They all died. I got pictures of the helicopter, but.

00:29:18:17 - 00:29:32:14

That was tough. It was hard. In April of 67, we had the big jail break 
out across from our compound. And. And,

00:29:32:17 - 00:29:56:26

The sapper units came in to our airstrip of an airstrip and destroyed 
all our airplanes. The little satchel charges. They had baskets on 
their back, and they would throw them in, walk in across the river. 
Now, they would keep their heads down. But then once they got in, they 
dropped these charges in the back seat of our planes, and all three 
planes were destroyed.

00:29:56:28 - 00:30:12:21

But I have pictures of them. We had a big fuel bladder, and I've got 
these pictures of these charges that didn't go off that's sitting on 
top of this, this bladder. But there are a lot of dead bodies that 
that they.

00:30:12:24 - 00:30:36:00

Can you kind of give us an idea of what happened to kick off such an 
event? Cross, cross for us, a dirt road. And then across from that was 
the the Citadel. That's an old fort there in Quang Tree City. And, 
they had some 105 howitzers that they fired out of there. They also 
had created a jail, a prison, one Riley prison.

00:30:36:00 - 00:31:04:18

It was a jail for, for, captured Vietcong, North Vietnamese. And this 
April event, they broke in that and released all those prisoners. And 



then they attacked our compound across the street in the airstrip. It 
was just a tough time. It was a tough day. We lost all our airplanes. 
We lost contact with everybody. It was a couple of days before we 
really got,

00:31:04:21 - 00:31:18:09

But that was lucky because the following January. Tet. So that it was 
all overrun. Yeah. Country city was overrun. Thank you for sharing 
that.

00:31:18:11 - 00:31:25:13

Who did you write to or receive letters from while you were in 
Vietnam? My fiancee.

00:31:25:15 - 00:31:53:16

My fiancee. Thank goodness. Yeah. Look forward to those letters and 
look forward to a package every now and then. My wife and wife is from 
the Greek heritage. And they bake great cookies. And I got this. I got 
this tin of their cooler and better. I think, is the name, their 
powdered Greek cookies. And she sent me a box of those and like, it 
was in a big tent.

00:31:53:16 - 00:32:12:14

And I remember opening the tent and it went poof. And there was 
nothing but powder. So I got a spoon and I ate that. Hope that tin of 
cookies. But yeah, she was my rock when I was there.

00:32:12:16 - 00:32:20:17

Do you remember any American TV shows from your time in Vietnam?

00:32:20:19 - 00:32:26:03

No, I really.

00:32:26:05 - 00:32:42:23

You know, that was back when the good, good old shows were on the air. 
Combat and and, some of those old, good Western shows, Rawhide, that 
sort of thing.

00:32:42:25 - 00:33:07:20

Do you have any memories of USO shows or recreation on base? We had 
our USO show in our little compound. We had a little, a room, of our 
little male thing there. It probably could get 20 people in it. And 



there was a little. You at USO came in there. I was embarrassed 
because they made me stand up, and, well, this girl sang this song, I 
can't remember.

00:33:07:22 - 00:33:20:14

It was embarrassing. It. So, in other words, wasn't Bob Hope. No, but 
Robert Mitchum did come through there and played poker with the guys 
one time. Oh.

00:33:20:17 - 00:33:45:13

What was your most expensive or frequent purchase at the. I bought my 
wife some Mickey Modo pearls before I left my wife to be some Mickey 
Moto pearls, and I bought everybody a watch, I remember that. And 
stereo equipment. And I had a heck of a time getting all that home. 
What are Mickey Moto pearls? The pearls from Japan.

00:33:45:14 - 00:33:55:00

They're pretty exclusive. Thanks. I think it was actually a bracelet. 
She had it made into a necklace. Yeah.

00:33:55:03 - 00:34:17:10

Did you buy any Vietnamese souvenirs? About, A couple of the dresses 
that the Vietnamese girls for and a couple of Vietnamese dolls that I 
don't think my wife or her sister ever did anything with. But anyway, 
I had that.

00:34:17:12 - 00:34:29:10

That's the end of my service. Questions. Is there another story we 
haven't talked about from your time in Vietnam that you'd like to 
share? Well,

00:34:29:12 - 00:34:52:16

Our pilots were pretty brave guys. Our job was to go to target, and we 
had really, really rockets mounted on each wing. And we would do a 
vertical dive and mark a target and then pull out. You get the jets 
coming in, and and then they'd come in and you'd tell them left, 
right, east or west or whatever to move the ordnance.

00:34:52:19 - 00:35:11:00

And then when they got through, we'd go down on the ground basically, 
and and try to see what happened. A lot of times you're estimating it 
or the or the ground troops would get in there and get you and give 
you a body count. So I could call that into the night. But I can 



remember where we had 2 or 3 things going at one time, and we'd have 
to.

00:35:11:02 - 00:35:35:00

That's like a grease pencil and right on the window. Wow. So flight, 
air force flight affects flight. Air force, you know. So the pilots, 
they did some heavy stuff. Some real heavy stuff. B-52 strikes. I 
mean, that was you don't see those. You kind of hope you're out of the 
way when what they start going off. But we did that.

00:35:35:00 - 00:35:51:27

Our lights would go in and do that. We did naval gunfire, directed 
some of that. So. But it was it was interesting. It was very 
interesting. Let's talk about your postal Service life.

00:35:52:00 - 00:35:59:01

What relationship in your life was most changed by your service?

00:35:59:03 - 00:36:10:25

I guess my desire to do something with my life. I really was ready to 
get started. I really want to go back to school and.

00:36:10:28 - 00:36:46:27

Better myself. I say. Did your relationship with your dad change? He 
was proud. He'd never say that. But I know he was proud. He, he kept 
my. I'm a younger brother that had orders for Vietnam. And my father 
went through heck to get that changed. I don't know if, you know, he. 
We used to live down the street from Nancy Moore, who's married to 
Strom Thurmond.

00:36:47:00 - 00:37:17:27

And my father called her father, who call Strom. And my brother got 
rerouted from Vietnam to Okinawa because two brothers didn't have to 
be there. So that was a great thing because he was a marine. And those 
poor guys, they they they stood the brunt of of what happened over 
there, mainly. What year was that? Do you remember 67.

00:37:17:29 - 00:37:48:01

Did you know any antiwar veterans? No, I did not and don't want to. 
Why not? You know, we were there because that's what you supposed to 
do. Politics aside, it's what. It's what my father did. That's what 
you do. That's just what you do. So, no, I, I don't have anything to 
do with them.



00:37:48:04 - 00:38:03:26

Were you aware of active duty military personnel who opposed the war? 
No, no. And there were some who opposed those who oppose the war.

00:38:03:28 - 00:38:22:00

You mentioned knowing people at your Air force base who were working 
undercover. Could you tell us about that? Well, I don't know if I 
should use the word undercover. I just know that they were in my 
intelligence shop at Show Air Force Base and several weekends.

00:38:22:03 - 00:38:47:01

They would go to Columbia and visit the coffeehouses, the a UFO house 
or whatever, and they wouldn't talk about it when they came back, but 
they'd be gone sometimes a day or two after they came back. So I don't 
know what was going on there. I don't want to, I don't know, but I got 
a feeling that they were probably doing some intelligence over there, 
I don't know.

00:38:47:03 - 00:38:56:27

Did you know anything about the UFO coffee house? No. No, no. And 
didn't want to know.

00:38:56:29 - 00:39:07:19

How did you interact with the VA in the years after the war? Very 
interesting. When I retired in,

00:39:07:21 - 00:39:31:07

1900. What year it was. Anyway, when I retired, I went to, just for 
the heck of it. I went to the VA office in Aiken, Aiken County, VA 
office just to see if I maybe would qualify for some medicines because 
I was taking a lot of medicine and, started asking me questions. And 
next thing I knew,

00:39:31:10 - 00:39:58:15

I had a lot of, presumptive conditions from Agent Orange exposure. So, 
Mr. Brown, is that his name? Or they can be. Anyway, we fill out some 
paperwork, sent it in. He said, you know, it usually gets rejected the 
first time, and then they will. If you keep trying, you might get it. 
Well, it was about six weeks later, and I'm looking at my bank 
account, and I had this deposit.

00:39:58:18 - 00:40:27:03



And then I started getting this information in the mail, and I was 
awarded Service Connected Disability for Agent Orange exposure. I had 
bypass surgery. I got some for the length of the star scar. And, and 
type two diabetes. I got 60% disability, so I'm sorry. Oh. My doctor 
started retiring in Columbia, so I started going to the VA in Augusta, 
and it's been nothing but great.

00:40:27:04 - 00:40:47:13

I've had procedures, all kind of procedures. Never have to wait if 
they can't see right now, I'm getting treated for back problems and 
I'm going to civilian doctor because the VA couldn't see me at the 
time. We have a regional office in Aiken where I have all my blood 
work done. It's been great.

00:40:47:16 - 00:41:08:05

After Vietnam, where did you go to college? I went to USC in Columbia. 
Finished their. And what years were you there? I graduated 71, so I 
did it in two years. Of course, I'd had all those misfires a couple of 
years before. I want to say there are a lot of guys like me who were 
over there.

00:41:08:08 - 00:41:18:15

You'd be surprised. They're probably hundreds of. I call them eight 
year wonders. I started in 63 and finished in 71.

00:41:18:17 - 00:41:26:07

What did you expect on campus as a Vietnam veteran?

00:41:26:09 - 00:41:54:02

Well. You know, it was on t TV. The the anti Vietnam stuff. I never 
experienced that at USC. Of course, I was a you know, I didn't live on 
campus and apartment off campus. So I was just there basically for 
classes and no no it would have been nice. Right now I have a Vietnam 
tag and you're here all the time.

00:41:54:02 - 00:42:07:01

Thank you for your service. I never heard that in 50 something years. 
You had heard that, but you're starting to hear it now, and that's 
good.

00:42:07:03 - 00:42:16:24

Is that what happened? Where your expectations fulfilled? Oh, yeah. 



Yeah.

00:42:16:27 - 00:42:40:06

Who's since the war? Have you talked to you about Vietnam? Not very 
much. You know, friends, every now and then, the topic will come up. 
What did you do or or sometimes you just get the impulse to talk a 
little bit about it. But, you know, my father never talked about World 
War two, so I don't know what he did.

00:42:40:09 - 00:43:10:23

My son has asked me some, but he'll probably learn more from this. And 
then I've. And then I've told him about, you know, there's probably a 
great story. My wife has every letter that I ever wrote her. There's 
probably a wonderful Vietnam story. It said, get hold of some of the 
wives. And Fiancees correspondence goes up at the whole war is 
probably there in her in those letters.

00:43:10:29 - 00:43:14:26

I haven't read them. I don't want to read them, but.

00:43:14:28 - 00:43:29:27

There's stuff I don't remember. You know, there's a lot of bad stuff 
that happen. Not a lot of good stuff. Have you been to the wall in DC? 
Oh, God. Yeah.

00:43:29:29 - 00:43:41:22

So I wanted to go several times. I finally made it up, sit down and 
cried like a baby.

00:43:41:25 - 00:43:48:04

A lot of names on that wall. A lot of names.

00:43:48:06 - 00:43:56:03

And thank God I wasn't one of them. I was really, really lucky. 
Thankful.

00:43:56:06 - 00:44:21:17

What do you think of it? Oh. It's great. It's great. The little 
traveling exhibit was great. You know, there's a, a monument in 
Columbia that's got South Carolina names on it. I think I can, I don't 
know if they can. Is has any anything on there? I know there were some 
casualties from Aiken County.



00:44:21:19 - 00:44:25:18

But, yeah, it's tough, but it's.

00:44:25:21 - 00:45:12:27

It's a good thing to have. It's a really. And people ought to go see 
it. They'd appreciate it. Do you remember it being controversial on 
the wall? Yeah. Everything about Vietnam was controversial. Get some 
sick of it. It's almost as bad as politics today. But anyway, have you 
been back to Vietnam? No. No. And the only Asia I want to go to is I 
want to go see where my father went from New Zealand to Guadalcanal to 
Tarawa, to you know, I'd love to see that part of it, but I have no 
desire to go to Vietnam.

00:45:12:29 - 00:45:42:14

This is my last question. Do you have a favorite book, poem or movie 
about Vietnam? We were soldiers with Mel Gibson. The book was 
wonderful. Colonel Hal Moore at that. And it was about as authentic as 
you could probably get. That battle of I drawing, which is one of the 
first really major battle, and we we flew down there one time just to 
see there and back to Shoot Valley, where a lot of stuff happened.

00:45:42:14 - 00:45:47:05

But yeah, that was my favorite movie.

00:45:47:08 - 00:45:51:24

Mr. Hart, thank you for talking with us and sharing your stories. 
Thank you.


